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At The Tool Library, we believe that cost shouldn’t be a barrier to 
fixing up your home, growing your own food, and improving your 
community. As a community-driven nonprofit, a membership to The 
Tool Library gives individuals, organizations, and small businesses 
access to thousands of tools, free educational programming, and a 
supportive community of doers and makers.

We put people over profit by sharing tools, 
reducing waste, and building community. 
By sharing tools with our neighbors, repairing 
more of the things we own, and caring for the 
spaces we share, The Tool Library is helping 
to build a new sharing economy in WNY.

Here’s a quick look at the primary ways we support the community:

The Tool Library Shop
The Tool Library’s brick-and-mortar storefront, located at 2626 Main Street, serves over 2,200 
active members from across WNY. Members include renters, homeowners, small businesses, 
community organizations, and other nonprofits. Members can borrow from an inventory of 
5,000+ items for a week at a time. 

Service Days
Through our Spring and Fall Service Days, we partner with over a dozen community 
organizations to put our tools to work improving shared spaces. These events bring together 
community members, teach new hands-on skills, and help steward public spaces like parks, 
community gardens, and trails.

Dare to Repair Cafes
Dare to Repair Cafes are pop-up community fix-it events where community members can 
bring broken household items and work with a team of volunteer fixers to try to repair the item 
for free. Our Dare to Repair Cafes help people save money, teach basic repair skills, and keep 
items in use and out of landfills.

Lead Safe Tool Borrowing Program
The Lead Safe Tool Borrowing Program provides free Tool Library memberships and access to 
high-cost items like HEPA vacuums to individuals who complete the Erie County Department of 
Health’s Lead Safe Work Practices Training, helping families across WNY access the tools they 
need to protect themselves from lead exposure and maintain safe, affordable housing.

DIY Workshops
The Tool Library’s DIY Workshops provide hands-on learning opportunities that help community 
members build practical skills, gain confidence using tools, and save time and money while 
strengthening connections through shared learning.

BORROW TOOLS. 
BUILD COMMUNITY.

OPEN 2626 MAIN STREET



Operating as a volunteer-powered nonprofit organization 
with accessibility at the heart of what The Tool Library does, 
sponsorships are critical to keeping our doors open and 
programs running.

Only 21% of The Tool Library’s annual expenses are covered 
by membership dues. To ensure everyone who wants a 
membership to The Tool Library can access one, sponsorships 
and grants are critical to keeping membership prices 
affordable.

Sponsorship of The Tool Library allows your business or 
organization to increase your visibility in the community 
while standing in solidarity with the mission and vision of our 
organization. Brand awareness and recognition, community 
involvement, and giving back are just a few benefits of 
becoming a sponsor.

Only 21% 
of The Tool Library’s 
revenue comes from 
membership.

The Tool Library has signed up more than 6,300 members 
from across Western New York. In 2026, The Tool Library 
currently has more than 2,300 active members.

Our membership is incredibly diverse, coming from over 
80 different zip codes. 75% of our members identify as 
homeowners, while 25% identify as renters. 91% of our 
members identify as low to moderate income and 32% 
identify as black, indigenous, or as a person of color. 
Members include new homeowners, DIYers, hobbyists, 
gardeners, contractors, small business owners, and small 
scale landlords.

In addition to individuals, The Tool Library serves dozens 
of block clubs, neighborhood groups, and other nonprofit 
organizations. In 2025, over 2,300 tools were borrowed by 65 
different organizations to aid them on projects and programs 
that further their mission.

Thousands of volunteers and participants also take part in 
The Tool Library’s current programs, including Dare to Repair 
Cafes and Spring and Fall Service Days.

The Tool Library also has an incredibly vibrant and engaging 
social media, web, and email presence, with over 7,400 
followers on Facebook, 6,300 followers on Instagram, and 
7,900 email subscribers.
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Borrow Build & BBQ
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Borrow Build & BBQ is The Tool Library’s new signature outdoor event and annual fundraiser. Launching in 
2026 as a way to commemorate The Tool Library’s 15th Anniversary, the event brings together members, 
volunteers, neighbors and supporters for a community BBQ and block party at 2626 Main Street that 
celebrates the power of sharing and repairing to build stronger communities and a better world.
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